
Parenting
Steps for Successful Parenting

What Is God’s Heart on Parenting?

When God created man and woman in His image, He said, “Be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28 esv). In short, the 
first command of God to His creation involved becoming parents. God’s plan for the first parents, and all parents 
today, is to reflect His image to their children and to the world. Parenting, therefore, is God-centered. It begins with 
Him. The goal of parenting is to raise children who reflect Him and follow Him. And throughout the process, God 
is available to guide, instruct, and help you.

Parenting is a privilege and a process—a long, unpredictable process. By God’s design, parenting stretches over 
years, affording children an opportunity to mature physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. As difficult as 
parenting can be, it is still a privilege. The Bible says, “children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him” 
(Psalm 127:3 nlt). It is a blessing to have children, to love them, to teach them, to watch them grow and mature. 
Parenting is often a process by which you grow and mature as well. God often uses parenting to teach us important 
lessons about life and about Himself.

Realize, God is a Father who cares about you and your children. He has not left you alone to the difficult yet 
rewarding task of parenting. He has given you His Spirit and His Word, the Bible, to encourage, equip, and empower 
you in your own life and in the important work of parenting. 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

(2 timothy 3:16–17)

God wants you to know Him as a loving Father.
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1).

God wants to you to have a personal, loving relationship with Him—from which you can love your children well.
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give 
you today are to be on your hearts” (Deuteronomy 6:5–6).

God want you to constantly teach your children about Him—about His character, His Word, and His works.
“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:6).

God wants you to seek His guidance in parenting.
“Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always” (Psalm 105:4).
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God wants you to convey to your children that they are deeply loved and immeasurably valued by both you and 
the Lord.

“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ” (ePhesians 3:17–18).

God wants you to lead your children into a personal, growing relationship with Jesus Christ.
“Continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and 
how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus” (2 timothy 3:14–15).

God wants you to teach your children to delight in the Lord—to enjoy Him, thank Him, and find great pleasure 
in Him. 

“Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4).

God wants you to teach your children that He is able to meet all of their needs.
“My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus” (PhiliPPians 4:19).

God wants you to train your children to tell others about His character and His ways.
“He [the Lord] commanded our ancestors to teach their children, so the next generation would know them, even the children 
yet to be born, and they in turn would tell  their children. Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds 
but would keep his commands” (Psalm 78:5–7).

God wants you to model repentance and forgiveness to your children. 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

God wants you to lovingly discipline your children.
“Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. Those who love their children care enough to discipline them” 
(Proverbs 13:24 nlt).

God wants you to honor your parents.
“Honor your father and your mother” (exoDus 20:12).
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Go Deeper
Want to learn more about this topic? Check out the Keys for Living Library to discover biblical hope and 
practical help on this topic and many more. The Keys for Living are designed to help you—and help you help 
others—overcome difficulties, grow in maturity, and move forward in life.

Thank you for your interest in Hope for the Heart. We pray God will encourage, equip, and empower you with 
His life-changing truth.
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