Wrong Motives for Marriage

• Don’t criticize your fiancé’s parents.
Do ... Speak about them with kindness and understanding.
(Ephesians 4:29)

• “I want to marry because all of my friends are getting married.”
• “I want to be married so I won’t feel like a failure.”

• Don’t nag your fiancé.
Do ... Make your position clear; then commit it to prayer.
(Proverbs 19:13)

• “I want to fulfill my romantic dreams.”
• “I want to get out of my painful home life.”

• Don’t joke about sexual promiscuity.
Do ... See sexual intimacy as a picture of the holy union
between Christ and His bride, the church. (Ephesians 5:3–4)

• “I want to get even with the person who rejected me.”
• “I want a better family life than I had while growing up.”
• “I want to prove that I’m stable and can make a commitment.”

• Don’t joke about divorce as an option.
Do ... Eliminate the word divorce from your vocabulary. God
hates divorce! (Malachi 2:16 NLT)

• “I want to prove that I’m not struggling with homosexuality.”
• “I want the wholesome family ideal.”
• “I want to please my family.”

• Don’t rationalize, “It’s okay to have sex—we’re engaged, and
we’ll be married soon.”
Do ... Realize that sexual responsibility before marriage
demonstrates that you will be sexually responsible after
marriage. (1 Thessalonians 4:7)

• “I want to please my friends.”
• “I want to please the person I’m dating.”
• “I want to please God, who said ... ‘It’s not good for the man to
be alone’ ” (Genesis 2:18).
• “I want to have sex whenever I desire.”

• Don’t disregard a check in your spirit.
Do ... Talk with someone who knows your fiancé well in order
to discern the cause of your uneasiness. Then wait for God’s
confirmation. (Psalm 32:8)

• “I want to have children.”
• “I want my children to grow up in a two-parent home.”
• “I want someone so I won’t be alone.”
• “I want someone to benefit my career/ministry.”

Key Verses to Memorize

• “I want someone to need me.”
• “I want someone to make me happy.”

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,
so that you may be able to discern what is best and
may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.”
(Philippians 1:9–10)

• “I want someone to take care of me financially.”
• “I want someone to take care of me emotionally.”
• “I want someone with whom I can grow old.”
“A person may think their own ways are right,
but the Lord weighs the heart.”
(Proverbs 21:2)

Key Passage to Read
1 Corinthians 13:4–7

Dos and Don’ts for Those
Contemplating Marriage

Our Commitment to Grow
Together Spiritually

• Don’t live in your past.
Do ... Look for the positive in the present. (Isaiah 43:18–19)
• Don’t focus on your fiancé’s past mistakes.
Do ... Focus on your fiancé’s choice to marry you.
(Proverbs 10:12)

• We commit our lives to Jesus Christ and submit to His control.
(Luke 9:23)
• We commit our home to God and pledge to make it Christcentered. (Joshua 24:15)

• Don’t expect to change your fiancé.
Do ... Accept your fiancé the way he/she is. (Romans 15:7)

• We commit our bodies to each other and vow to be sexually
faithful. (Hebrews 13:4)

• Don’t expect your fiancé to meet all of your needs.
Do ... Expect God to be your primary Need-Meeter.
(Philippians 4:19)

• We commit our finances to God and will honor Him with our
tithe. (Malachi 3:10)

• Don’t expect oneness to be equivalent to sameness.
Do ... Aim for unity while accepting that no two people always
think the same. (Romans 15:5–6)

Considering Marriage

• We commit to reading the Bible and praying with each other
daily. (Psalm 119:105–106)
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