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Forbidden Practices
•	 Viewed as idolatrous ...

—— Belonging to any political party

—— Holding an elected office

—— Pledging allegiance to the flag

—— Serving jury duty

—— Serving in the military

—— Singing the national anthem

—— Voting in elections

“Let everyone be subject  
to the governing authorities,  

for there is no authority except  
that which God has established.  

The authorities that exist have been established by God.  
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority  

is rebelling against what God has instituted,  
and those who do so will bring  

judgment on themselves.”  
(Romans 13:1–2)

•	 Viewed as corrupt ...

—— Associating with disfellowshipped Jehovah’s  
Witnesses, even close relatives

—— Attending church services not conducted by  
Jehovah’s Witnesses

—— Joining the YMCA/YWCA

—— Close associations with Christians or other false worshippers 
except for the purpose of winning them over

•	 Viewed as pagan ...

—— Celebrating birthdays

—— Celebrating holidays (for instance, Christmas, New Year’s 
Day)

—— Celebrating Mother’s or Father’s Day

•	 Viewed as eating blood ...

—— Giving or receiving blood transfusions

Key Verse to Memorize
“I write these things to you who believe  

in the name of the Son of God so that you  
may know that you have eternal life.” 

(1 John 5:13)

Key Passage to Read
(John 17:20–25)

Does the Bible Claim  
Jesus Is God?

•	 Paul refers to Jesus as “God” and “Savior.” (Titus 2:13)
•	 Peter refers to Jesus as “God” and “Savior.” (2 Peter 1:1)
•	 Thomas refers to Jesus as “My Lord and my God.” (John 20:28)
•	 John refers to Jesus as “the Word” and as “God.” (John 1:1)
•	 Jesus even says that He and God the Father are one.  

(John 10:30)
•	 In Hebrews, Jesus is called “God.” (Hebrews 1:8)
•	 In the Epistle of 1 John, Jesus is called “the true God and 

eternal life.” (1 John 5:20)
•	 In Philippians, Jesus is described as “in very nature God.” 

(Philippians 2:5–6)
•	 In Colossians, Jesus is fully God with “all the fullness of 

Deity.” (Colossians 2:9–10)
•	 In Romans, Jesus is called “God over all.” (Romans 9:5)

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn  
over all creation. For in him all things were created:  
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;  
all things were created through him and for him.  

He is before all things, and in him  
all things hold together.” 
(Colossians 1:15–17)

Corrections for Their Claims
•	 Witnesses Claim: Jesus is not God.

Biblical Correction: The apostle Thomas (known as “doubting 
Thomas”) called Jesus “God.” (John 20:25–28)

•	 Witnesses Claim: The Holy Spirit is not God.
Biblical Correction: The apostle Peter called the Holy Spirit 
“God.” (Acts 5:3–4)

•	 Witnesses Claim: The word Trinity isn’t found in the Bible.
Biblical Correction: That is correct ... neither are words such as 
discipleship, missions, rapture, and the Old and New Testaments. 
Likewise, important Jehovah’s Witness terms like Theocratic, 
Pioneer, Governing Body, and Disfellowship are not found in 
the Bible—including the New World Translation. The lack of 
these specific words in the Bible doesn’t necessarily mean that 
they are unbiblical. For example, the Trinity is presumed in 
Matthew 28:19.

•	 Witnesses Claim: Jesus is less than the Father according to 
the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:3 ... “The head of Christ is 
God.”
Biblical Correction: When on earth, Jesus submitted to 
the Father. When in heaven, Jesus is equal to the Father. 
Jesus is equal to God the Father in nature, glory, and honor. 
(Philippians 2:5–6)




