The Compassion Jesus Practiced
with Victims of Prejudice

• Don’t use derogatory names or terms. (Titus 3:1–2)
Do ... Ask God to season your speech with His love.
(Ephesians 4:29)

• The leper of Matthew 8:1–3

• Don’t discriminate just because “everybody does it.”
(Proverbs 14:12)
Do ... Treat others as you want others to treat you.
(Matthew 7:12)

• The centurion foreigner of Luke 7:1–10
• The tax collector of Matthew 9:9–13 and Luke 19:1–10
• The demon-possessed man of Mark 5:1–20

• Don’t laugh at the differences in others. (Proverbs 11:12)
Do ... Value the differences that create the rich tapestry of God’s
creation. (Malachi 2:10)

• The Greek woman of Mark 7:24–30
• The children of Matthew 19:13–14 and of John 4:46–53
• The Samaritan adulteress of John 4:1–42

• Don’t react when others are prejudiced against you.
(1 Peter 3:8–9)
Do ... Be prepared to suffer the painful effects of prejudice for
the cause of Christ. (Matthew 5:11–12)

• The paralyzed, the blind, and the dumb of Matthew 9:1–2,
27–30, 32–33

Key Verse to Memorize

Biblical Theology to Prevent Prejudice

“He himself is our peace,
who has made the two groups one
and has destroyed the barrier,
the dividing wall of hostility.”
(Ephesians 2:14)

• To believe I’m finite ... just like everyone else—takes away any
pretense of infallibility.

Key Passage to Read

• To believe I’m of value ... just like everyone else—takes away a
deflated or inflated view of yourself and of others.

• To believe I’m fallen ... just like everyone else—allows you to
make allowances for the failures of others.

(2 Corinthians 5:16–19)

Have a Heart of Equality

Ministry of Acceptance

Express God’s perspective on the equality of all people.
(Galatians 3:28)

• You no longer view others on the basis of your own
understanding.

Quit the tendency to stereotype any persons different from
yourself. (James 2:1)

• You are a new person in Christ.

Understand the God-given worth of all human beings.

• You are completely accepted by God through Christ.

(Genesis 1:27)

• You are given the ministry of extending acceptance to others.

Accept your personal God-given worth based on your position in

“All of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic,
love one another, be compassionate and humble.”
(1 Peter 3:8)

Christ. (Ephesians 1:7–8)

Learn that prejudice is a product of irrational stereotypes and
emotionalism, not a result of rational reasoning. (1 John 2:9)

Dos and Don’ts of Acceptance

Invest in others by having a servant’s heart toward everyone.
(Mark 10:45)

• Don’t judge the heart of another. (Matthew 7:1)
Do ... Ask God to search your own heart. (Psalm 139:23–24)

Turn from judging others to self-examination. (Matthew 7:4)
Yield in obedience to the nature of Christ living within you.

• Don’t judge by outward appearances. (1 Samuel 16:7)
Do ... See and seek to meet the needs of others.
(Philippians 2:4)

(2 Peter 1:3–4)
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile,
neither slave nor free,
nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
(Galatians 3:28)

• Don’t assume you can’t change your attitudes.
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
Do ... Assume the responsibility to change your thinking.
(Romans 12:2)
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