How to Maintain Purity
over Passion

 Possess a sensitive conscience in regard to right and wrong?
 Refuse to use you or others to gain status?
 Have a reputation of keeping commitments?

Prioritize God’s standard for purity in your dating.

 Display follow-through in meeting obligations?

(Hebrews 13:4)

 Show respect toward authority?

Undertake personal accountability for how you treat your date’s

 Have a positive outlook on life?

body. (Ephesians 5:3)

 Manage money well?

Refrain from activities that violate God’s standard by arousing

 Maintain eye contact when talking with people?

sexual desires. Then repent and recommit to sexual purity if
these standards are violated. (1 Thessalonians 4:3–4)

 Interact courteously and honestly with others?
 Have an active Bible study and prayer life?

Implement goals that are pleasing to God.

 Share your personal values?

(2 Corinthians 5:9–10)

 Show evidence of the fruit of the Spirit in their life?

Trust in God’s timing. (Genesis 29:20)
Yield your life to the Lord. (Matthew 6:33).

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law.”
(Galatians 5:22–23)

“The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to
their ways, but the folly of fools is deception.”
(Proverbs 14:8)

Dating an Angry Person

How to Develop Godly
Dating Practices

“I’m dating a man who is angry all the time. Sometimes he
explodes. I love him, but I wonder if I should continue to
date him?”

• Be Wise—Ask the Lord to ...
——Guide your decision to date
——Guide the decisions of your date
——Confirm your choices with His peace as you date

No. The Bible is not silent on this issue. Decide now that
you will not continue to date him. Destructive anger—if not
stopped—is progressive and leads to domestic violence in marriage.

• Be Safe—You deserve to be treated well and to be safe.
——Do your homework. Using online helps and social media
may lead you to a deeper understanding of a person’s true
character.
——When you begin to date, spend time together with a group
as you get to know each other.
——Meet in public places as you build trust and observe character.

“Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person,
do not associate with one easily angered.”
(Proverbs 22:24)

Myths and Truths about Dating
• Myth: “As a Christian, if I date someone who is not a
Christian, God will use me to change my date.”

• Be Real—Just as you want to get to know the person you are
dating, be transparent and real with your date.
——Share the basics: faith, family, friends, background, education.
——Don’t be afraid to go deeper: Talk about previous relationships, career, and financial stability.
——Discuss your expectations for the dating relationship. What
do you hope to give and get from it?

Truth: You have no such guarantee. The Bible never endorses
“missionary dating” or “missionary marriages”—dating or
marrying a man in order to make him your mission field.
(2 Corinthians 6:14–15)
• Myth: “It doesn’t matter if I date a non-Christian as long as I
plan to marry a Christian.”
Truth: The same factors that draw you into a dating relationship
may very well later draw you into a marriage relationship.
Dating a non-Christian places you in danger of becoming
emotionally involved and, later, becoming unequally yoked in
marriage. (Proverbs 22:3)

Dating

• Be Honest—Talk to your date about what you do not enjoy or
appreciate.
——Don’t “go along with whatever” just because it’s what your
date wants.
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